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By supporting the family structure, better
education and job training we can begin to re-
verse the diminished role of fathers in our
country. We must all work to help raise aware-
ness on this pressing issue. The importance of
fatherhood should not be overlooked by our
society if we are to ensure a promising future
for the children in America.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DEAN HELLER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. HELLER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
No. 405, a motion to reconsider, | was un-
avoidably detained.

Had | been present, | would have voted
yes.”

«,
———————

HONORING WALTER DICKERSON
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with
both pride and pleasure that | rise today to
honor the long and distinguished career of
Walter Dickerson, on the occasion of his re-
tirement as director of the Mobile County
Emergency Management Agency.

Born in Claiborne, Maryland, Walt graduated
from Robert Russa Moton High School in
1965. Following his graduation, he joined the
United States Marine Corps and went on to
serve for 21 vyears, working his way up
through the enlisted, warrant officer, and com-
missioned officer. He earned a Bachelor’s de-
gree in business management from National
University. He retired from the Marine Corps
after 21 years of service as a decorated Viet-
nam veteran.

Following his time in the Marines, Walt
served as the Integrated Logistics Support
Manager for the AAl Corporation and was the
department head of Integrated Logistics Sup-
port at Teledyne Power Systems. In 1996, he
joined the Mobile County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, where he has served in a num-
ber of capacities including plans and oper-
ations officer, director of plans and operations,
and executive director and area director of
homeland security.

Walt's true gift to the Mobile community was
manifested through his efforts during the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina. He received the
Blacks in Government Port City Chapter Com-
munity Service Award for his contribution to
the community following Hurricane Katrina,
and he testified twice before Congress on Mo-
bile’s successful preparation and response to
Hurricane Katrina. He was also recognized by
the Alabama Senate, the Mobile County Com-
mission, and the Mobile City Council for his
performance during Hurricanes lvan, Dennis,
and Katrina.

Walt is a member of the Port City Chapter
of Blacks in Government and the International
Association of Emergency Managers. He is
the past president of the Society of Logistics
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Engineers as well as the Alabama Association
of Emergency Managers. He is also greatly in-
volved in the community serving as chair-
person for the Tommie Agee Charity Founda-
tion, vice president of the Gulf City Golfers As-
sociation, the Mobile Area Mardi Gras Asso-
ciation, Summit to Advance Values in Edu-
cation, and American Legion Post 77. He is a
32nd Mason and a Shriner. Walt is also a
charter member of Mobile’s Monford Pointe
Marine Association.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing a dedicated community
leader and friend to many throughout Ala-
bama. | am certain that his family, his many
friends, and the countless people who have
benefited from his hard work and dedication
join me in praising his accomplishments and
extending thanks for his service to the city of
Mobile and the state of Alabama. On behalf of
a grateful community, | wish Walt the best of
luck in all of his future endeavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Madam Speaker,
on rollcall No. 380, | was present the entire
eight hours. Due to a apparent machine mal-
function, | was not recorded as voting. This
amendment is both fiscally responsible and
addresses another excess in spending that
continues to drive upward our national debt,
crippling current economic growth and sad-
dling future generations with an unacceptable
burden which will strangle taxpayers and re-
duce critical essential benefits to social serv-
ices, especially seniors.

Had | been present, | would have voted
aye.”

“

RECOGNIZING JUNETEENTH
HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize June 19, 2009, or
“Juneteenth,” the oldest nationally celebrated
commemoration of the ending of slavery in the
United States.

The observance of June 19th as the African
American Emancipation Day originated in Gal-
veston, Texas in 1865, and is now celebrated
around the United States. This day was cho-
sen because it was on June 19th that the
Union soldiers landed at Galveston, Texas
with news that the war had ended and that the
enslaved were now free—a full two and a half
years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation became official on January 1,
1863. The day was largely celebrated within
African-American communities until the Civil
Rights movement, when Reverend Ralph
Abernathy called for people of all races, eco-
nomic levels, and professions to come to
Washington, D.C. to show support for the poor
at the Poor People’s March on Juneteenth in
1968. Many of the participants returned home
and initiated Juneteenth celebrations in their
own communities.

June 19, 2009

Every year, the celebration of Juneteenth
grows in popularity across the United States.
It is a day when we recognize and remember
the evils of slavery and the suffering it caused.
But it is also a day that celebrates African
American freedom and emphasizes education
and achievement with celebrations, guest
speakers, picnics and family gatherings. Par-
ticipants of all races, nationalities and religions
celebrate and take the time to reflect on the
past and rejoice in the present and future.

Madam Speaker, | would also like to note
that in California’s 37th Congressional District
the city of Carson, Compton, and Long Beach,
which | am proud to represent, celebrated
Juneteenth in a very special way. In Long
Beach, The MusicUntold Orchestra and Cho-
rale performed the Bicentennial Symphony, by
composer Roy Harris, which is considered the
most powerful musical statement ever made
on slavery in the United States. Ollie Wood-
son, formally of the Temptations, performed at
the Carson celebration and the Compton cele-
bration featured Howard Hewitt and the Whis-
pers.

As we celebrate Juneteenth, Madam Speak-
er, | urge all Members to recognize this day
and take a moment to honor the women and
men that dedicated their lives to ending slav-
ery.

———————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, for the en-
tire legislative day of June 18, 2009, | have an
excused absence to attend my son’s school
graduation. If | were present, | would have
voted “no” on Rollcall votes No. 356, 359,
360, 361, 362, 364, 366, 367, 368, 369, 370,
372, 373, 374, 375, 376, 377, 378, 379, 380,
381, 382, 383, 385, 386, 387, 389, 391, 393,
395, 397, 399, 401, 403, 405, and 407.

| would have voted “aye” on Rollcall votes
No. 357, 358, 363, 365, 371, 384, 388, 390,
392, 394, 396, 398, 400, 402, 404, 406, and
408.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TRENT FRANKS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker,
on Rollcall No. 356, | intended to vote “yes.”

The motion would have struck $97.4 million
from the Federal Prison System in the Com-
merce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act of 2010. It would have
brought funding in line with the President’s re-
quest.

| believe the level of spending in the under-
lying bill was irresponsible in light of the crush-
ing level of debt that America is facing. This
amendment was a small step in a broader ef-
fort that | supported to make this a fiscally re-
sponsible bill.
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INTRODUCING A BILL TO DES-
IGNATE THE “DR. MARTIN LU-
THER KING, JR. POST OFFICE”
IN PORTLAND, OREGON

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today
| am introducing a bill to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located as
630 Northeast Killingsworth Avenue in North-
east Portland, Oregon as the “Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Post Office.” This post office
shall serve to remind us of the civil rights lead-
er who inspired a nation and served as a cata-
lyst for change. Our nation has come a long
way since the days of the civil rights move-
ment and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream of
equality and brotherhood between all people
continues to inspire.

In fact, this bill is a result of a community ef-
fort led by local letter carriers Jamie Partridge
and Isham Harris. In 2007, Mr. Partridge and
Mr. Harris collected employee signatures sup-
porting this naming, as well as letters of sup-
port from the Piedmont and Concordia Neigh-
borhood Associations, and the Sabin Commu-
nity Association.

| am pleased to carry their effort forward
and am proud that Representatives Wu,
DEFAZIO, WALDEN, and SCHRADER, the full Or-
egon Congressional delegation, have joined
as original cosponsors in the House. Senators
WYDEN and MERKLEY will soon introduce com-
panion legislation in the Senate.

Naming one of our community’s postal facili-
ties after one of the century’s most inspiring
leaders is a personal reminder of Dr. King’s
achievements and the work that remains to be
done. | look forward to working with my col-
leagues to ensure the swift passage and en-
actment of this bill.

———

CONGRATULATING THE ANDERSON
LADY ORANGE

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the Anderson Lady Or-
ange on winning Ohio’s 2009 Division Il
Women’s Lacrosse State Championship, for
the second year in a row. In the past three
seasons, the Lady Orange have a record of
44 and 11, including 15 wins this season.

Led by Head Coach Paul Eldridge, Ander-
son defended their state title by defeating Bex-
ley 9-8. Scoring in the championship game for
the Lady Orange was Kate Shingleton—five
goals, Shelby Smith—two goals, Caroline
Eldridge, and Chelsea Ritter. Goalie Ashlee
Heckard finished the game with five saves.
Senior Kate Shingleton was named the tour-
nament’s Most Outstanding Offensive Player.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating these talented young women for
their historic lacrosse season and wish them
the best of luck in all their future endeavors.
Go Lady Orangel!
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF PERKINS BRAILLE AND
TALKING BOOK LIBRARY

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate the Per-
kins School for the Blind on being recognized
by the Library of Congress as the 2008 Talk-
ing Book Library of the Year.

The Perkins School for the Blind, the first
school for the blind in the United States,
began with its founding over 175 years ago.
Within a few short years, Perkins became
known for its effective instructional techniques,
including teaching Laura Bridgman, the first
known deaf blind person to be educated. Per-
kins School is also responsible for nurturing
the talents of Helen Keller, who came to Per-
kins on her way to breaking down barriers and
perceptions about what people who are blind
or deaf blind can accomplish.

Since first joining Congress, I've held the
deep belief that there is no reason why any-
one living in our country should not have
equal opportunity to the literary genius of our
nation and world. This belief, has led me to
support efforts like that of the Perkins School,
which always innovate with accessibility in
mind.

The Perkins Braille and Talking Book Li-
brary, for over 174 years, has distinguished
itself as a leader in providing innovative lit-
erary accessibility to those amongst us with
visual and other disabilities.

In 2008, the Perkins School Braille and
Talking Book Library circulated over 442,935
book and magazines, served 22,814 bor-
rowers, and loaned over 5,000 play machines
and accessories. The great staff of the Perkins
School researched 13,164 title inquiries and
found over 89 percent of those titles in an ac-
cessible format.

The Perkins School for the Blind should be
commended for their tremendous effort to edu-
cate not only those with visual and other dis-
abilities, but all of us. Because of the work of
institutions like the Perkins School for the
Blind, millions of individuals actively learned
that with training and opportunity, those with
visual and/or other disabilities can attain self-
sufficiency and independently thrive through-
out their lives.

Madam Speaker, I'm proud to congratulate
the Perkins School for the Blind.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. ROB BISHOP

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speaker, con-
sistent with the Republican Leadership’s policy
on earmarks, | am submitting the following
earmark disclosure information regarding
project funding | had requested and which was
included within the legislation H.R. 2647, as
reported. To the best of my knowledge, none
of these six requests: (1) are directed to an
entity or program that will be named after a
sitting Member of Congress; (2) are not in-
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tended to be used by an entity to secure funds
for other entities unless the use of funding is
consistent with the specified purpose of the
earmark; and (3) meet or exceed all statutory
requirements for matching funds where appli-
cable. | further certify that neither my spouse,
nor |, have any personal financial interests in
these requests.

Project Title: Optimizing Natural Language
Processing of Open Source Intelligence
(OSINT)

Amount: $1.5 million

Requesting Member: RoB BISHOP (UT)

Bill Number: H.R. 2647

Account: Research and Development, Army

Address of Requesting Entity: Attensity, Inc.,
90 South 400 West, Suite 600, Salt Lake City,
Utah 84101

Matching Funds: None

Detailed Spending Plan: Not applicable

Description and Justification of Funding:
Project, in conjunction with the University of
New York at Buffalo, would fund research and
development of an “all-source” fusion tool for
collecting open-source data from the web,
blogs, social networking sites, and RRS feeds,
to provide more effective defense intelligence
analysis and improving military decision mak-
ing in asymmetric warfare situations

Project Title: PCC Apron NW End Taxiway

Amount: $5.1 million

Requesting Member: RoB BisHoP (UT)

Bill Number: H.R. 2647

Account: Military Construction, Air Force

Address of Requesting Entity: Hill AFB,
Utah. 75th Air Base Wing, Hill AFB, Utah
84056

Matching Funds: None

Detailed Spending Plan: Not applicable

Description and Justification of Funding:
Project would correct runway deficiencies and
allow for more aircraft to be prepared for flight
at the same time that airstrip landing and take-
off operations are being conducted, increasing
military readiness, safety, and reducing jet fuel
costs

Project Title: Propellant Conversion to Fer-
tilizer Program for Tooele Army Depot

Amount: $3.4 million

Requesting Member: RoB BISHOP (UT)

Bill Number: H.R. 2647

Account: Research and Development, Army

Address of Requesting Entity: Archtech,
Inc., 14100 Park Meadow Drive, Chantilly, VA
20151

Matching Funds: None

Detailed Spending Plan: Not applicable

Description and Justification of Funding:
Project would fund new conventional ammuni-
tion demilitarization method at Tooele Army
Depot, Utah, as an environmentally-respon-
sible alternative to the Army’s current “open-
pit, open-burn” method of disposal

Project Title: Repair Technology Insertion
Program (RepTIP)

Amount: $5.2 million

Requesting Member: RoB BisHoP (UT)

Bill Number: H.R. 2647

Account: Research and Development, Air
Force

Address of Requesting Entity: General
Atomics Inc., 16969 Mesamint Street, San
Diego, CA 92127

Matching Funds: None

Detailed Spending Plan: Not applicable

Description and Justification of Funding:
Project would fund the development of repair
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